Abstract. One hundred spine-injured patients have been visited at their homes, examined and questioned about their medical and social situation. The medical con ditions have improved, compared with a fo rmer similar check-up. But the tendency to work has decreased and is lagging behind other countries. Possible reasons are pointed out.
WITH the ambulatory follow-up of spine-injured patients there is a discrepancy between the best possible care and reality. This is due to the behaviour of the patients themselves, the environment and the lack of experience of spinal injuries by general practitioners.
Our knowledge of the actual circumstances is based on visits to spinal patients in their homes. This has been performed since 1967 by a team consisting of a teacher of physical education, a rehabilitation assistant and a physician of the Koblenz special unit with financial support from industrial insurance organisations. We report on 100 visits since 1972. 
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The following observations were made: the general practitioner's help is mostly asked for urinary tract infections. It seems that the most difficult problem is the technique of sterile sampling of urine. The family supply urine for examina tion out of the urinal. Urine is often examined only for bacteria by microscope whereas control of pH, antibiogramm and measuring of residual urine is omitted for technical or time reasons. The vocational rehabilitation in Germany is lagging behind other countries. Possible reasons for inability to work are:
Fear of cuts in pension Lack of self-confidence Concern by fa mily Lack of employer's understanding regarding the ability of the injured Employer's concern in the pension situation Unfavourable situation regarding employment Local distance to place of employment Insufficient adaptation of working place Failure of re-training measures (separation fr om fa mily, lack of skills) Lack of motivation to work In our sample the following reasons were mentioned: According to Guttmann and Meinecke the number of divorces in spinal patients does not exceed the rate among the healthy population. Among our 100 spinal-cord-injured patients there were only 2 divorced persons. However, quite a number of couples would be divorced if the financial situation for married couples was not as generous as it proved to be.
The monthly total income of our population ranges between DM 1.000 and DM 4.000. 
